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Both China and Japan have showed their intentions and efforts for building
mutual trust, but the mutual mistrust has deepened. Why did this seemingly abnormal situation
happen? The representative case is the failure of the 3.11 disaster diplomacy between China and Japan.

A theoretical and empirical nexus approach is employed to answer the aforementioned puzzle. This
research firstly introduces the theories of misperception in international relations and presents the
theoretical basis of the tragic replication of misperception and mistrust. Then it uses the failure of
Sino-Japanese disaster diplomacy with the 3.11 Great East Japan Earthguake as a case example showing that
even the initial gestures of goodwill could be distorted by the biased perceptual lens to produce even

more mistrust.
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