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The main results of this research project are as follows. (1) A quantitative
survey of social support networks was carried out in Tokyo. Analyses using this data set showed the
basic features in the distribution of social support networks. (2) The effects of social support

networks on people’ s subjective freedom were determined by the statistical analyses of national
data sets. (3) The statistical analyses using national data sets revealed that there were
socioeconomic inequalities of opportunities to have a child / children and to have a regular
employment in contemporary Japanese society. (4) I constructed an effective analytical framework of
the sociological study of discrimination through a theoretical analysis of the concept of
discrimination. Furthermore, 1 modeled the sociological mechanism of statistical discrimination
against female workers, and the effectiveness of gender diversity policies was clarified using this
theoretical model.
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