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The Basel problem asks for the value of the sum of the reciprocals of the
squares of the positive integers. It was solved in the 18th century by Euler, who further succeeded
in finding the sum with squares replaced by arbitrary even powers; for odd powers, however, little
is known even by now. The multivariate generalisation of such sums is known as multiple zeta values.
They have an interesting algebraic structure due to the many relations that exist _among them. The
research supported by this grant has focused on the relations among symmetric multiple zeta values

and finite multiple zeta values, which are both analogues of multiple zeta values and conjectured to
satisfy the same relations.
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