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Management systems and issues of small-scale comparative urban monitoring in
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This study aims to identify essential features and issues of small-scale
comparative urban monitoring in Germany (German: Stadtmonitoring). The analysis is based on a
comprehensive literature review, interviews in four large German cities (Berlin, Hambur?, Munich, and
Cologne), and a case study in Hamburg as an advanced case. The main findings are as follows: 1) In the
face of growing socio-spatial differentiation and the unequal distribution of some social groups,
small-scale comparative urban monitoring is now required in large German cities. 2) An understanding of
the methodological constraints and importance of communication in civil society and municipal governments
is necessary for effective policies.
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