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The aim of this study is to clarify how Spanish cities formed, developed,
consolidated, and transformed during the Middle and Early Modern Ages. The study is to analyze
especially how the interests and interventions of religious groups, crystallized in the construction

of religious buildings, influenced this process. One of the most prominent examples would be the
construction of cathedrals during the Middle Ages. In this research project, two Spanish historic
cities have been studied: Leon in the northwest and Cordoba in the south. Leon, formed on the
structure of Roman castrum, was consolidated during the early Middle Ages around two important
churches (San Isidoro de Leon and the Cathedral of Santa Maria de la Regla). During the
christianizing process of 13th century Cordoba, parish churches had a pivotal role to transform the
city. Both examples studied in this project are just a part of an extensive study on history of
Spanish medieval urbanism to be continued.
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