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Chronic inflammation is one of the most characteristic features of non-alcoholic
steatohepatitis (NASH), and macrophages play pivotal role in the process of inflammation. In this study,
we focused on the pathophysiological role of "hepatic crown-like structure (hCLS)", where macrophages
surround dead hepatocytes in the novel rodent model of human NASH using melanocortin 4 receptor deficient
mice. Our data provide evidence that hCLS-constitiuing macrophages are the source of fibrogenic factors,
and promote inflammation and fibrosis in the development of NASH.
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