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Investigations for MUC5AC ecpresion in exramammary Paget disease
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i Patients with in situ extramammary Paget"s disease (EMPD) tend to have a
good prognosis, although dermal invasion and metastasis are associated with significantly increased

morbidity and mortality. No molecular markers that reflect invasiveness or progression have been
established. We performed an initial microarray screening for in situ, invasive or metastatic lymph
node lesions of EMPD, showing MUC-family overexpression. We analysed 44 specimens from 38 primary
EMPD cases by immunohistochemical staining. We found that expressions of MUCS5AC directly correlate
with invasion and prognosis. MUCSAC expression was detected in 19 of 44 (43.2%) specimens. Invasive
lesions and metastatic lymph nodes tended to express MUCS5AC significantly higher than in situ
lesions. Together, the degree of MUC5AC expression may correlate with the invasiveness and
progression of EMPD, and may be a useful marker for identifying high-risk EMPD cases.
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