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New treatment strategy via autophagy for pancreatic adenocarcinoma.
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Autophagy is a regulated process of degradation and recycling of cellular
constituents. The role of autophagy in pancreatic cancer is still not clear. The aim of this study was to
investigate the role of autophagy in pancreatic cancer, and to provide insights into new strategies for
treatment.

During study period, about 50 patients with pancreatic cancer underwent pancreatic resection. Autophagy
was significantly induced in pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma compared to healthy pancreatic tissue in
these patients. The association of autthagy status with long-term survival has been analyzed.

In pancreatic cancer cell lines, autophagy contributes to pancreatic cancer cell growth, and has a
cytoprotective effect against anti-cancer drug. These data were published in Euro J Cancer.
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