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Connexin may be a candidate molecular target for an effective therapeutic
intervention for patients with esophageal cancer.
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In the present study, Cx43 expression was analyzed by immunohistochemical
staining and the associations between Cx43 expression and clinicopathological characteristics or
prognosis were evaluated. Cx43 was expressed at a high frequencx in patients with esophageal squamous
cell carcinoma (ESCC). In patients with high Cx43 expression, the survival rates were significantly
reduced compared with those in patients with low Cx43 expression. Moreover, the overexpression of Cx43,
as measured by immunohistochemistry, was an independent prognostic indicator of ESCC. Thus, our data
indicated that Cx43 may be a candidate molecular prognostic marker and molecular target for the
development of an effective therapeutic intervention for patients with esophageal cancer.
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