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Effects of neurosteroid on pain transmission in the rat dorsal horn.
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Dehydroepiandrosterone sulfate (DHEAS) is a kind of neurosteroids and is known to
have pronociceptive effects on the spinal cord. However, its underlying mechanisms has not been
elucidated.We investigated the effect of DHEAS on excitatory synaptic transmission in the dorsal horn
neurons of the adult rat spinal cord using electrophysiological technique.We demonstrated that DHEAS
enhanced excitatory transmission and suppressed inhibitory transmission in spinal lamina Il neurons,
resulting in showing pronociceptive effects on the spinal cord.
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