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Reexamination of Pro-American foreign policy image of Ikeda administration: Cuba
sugar problem
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This research undertook an empirical analysis to explain why lkeda
administration (a government with a clear pro-American posture) maintained its diplomatic relations
with Castro®s Cuba, despite the fact that this regime was hostile to the United States.

The result of the research was the following: 1) The foreign policy of lkeda administration was not
special, it was very similar to other allies of the United States 2) Since the US occupation, Japan
maintained a strong dependence on Cuban sugar, this situation had a decisive effect on Japan®s
foreign policy towards Cuba. 3) From the second half of 1950s, Japan had promoted with Cuba a
negotiation of a trade treaty, but it did not achieve an advance. However, after the triumph of the
Cuban Revolution, this situation changed. Finally, in 1960, both countries signed the trade treaty.
For this reason, lkeda refused to follow the guidelines of US anti-Cuban policy, because it
involved throwing away the treaty that had cost a lot of effort.
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