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Digital Archiving of the Amarna Letters: Towards the Linguistic Study of the
Cuneiform Tablets in the Fourteenth Century B.C.E.
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The aim of this research is to construct a digital archive of the Amarna Letters,
which were the diplomatic letters mainly from Ancient Palestine to Egypt in the fourteenth century B.C.E.
These letters are important, not only in that they were inscribed by the cuneiform scripts on the cla
tablets, but also in that they were written in the mixed language of both the official Akkadian and the
local Canaanite language. This research succeeded to combine three different tﬁpes of data in one digital
platform, such as photos of the clay tablets stored in the image database, each cuneiform information and
the linguistic analysis on the mixed language of the letters, by using the XML tagset provided by Text
Encoding Initiative (TEl). The research provides the theoretical and practical basis for the future study
on the Digital Platform, as well as for the philological and general linguistic studies.
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reading value

value

@xml : lang=""sux"
@xml - lang=""akk"
@xml - lang

<char>
<{charName>AS</charName>
<charProp>
<localName>Unicode</localName>
<value>ASH</value>

<value>U+12038</value>
</charProp>
<charProp>
<localName>MesZL</localName>
<value>001</value>
</charProp>
<charProp>
<localName>Borger</localName>
<value>001</value>
</charProp>
<charProp>
<localName>Syl labar</localName>
<value>001</value>
</charProp>
<reading>
<value>1</value>
<value lang="sux”>AS</value>
<value lang="sux">DIL</value>
<value lang="sux">DILI</value>
<value lang="akk">ina</value>
<value lang="akk">aplu</value>
<value lang="akk">maga:ru</value>
<value lang="akk">nada:nu</value>
<value lang=""akk™
cert="medium”>3e:pul/value>
<value lang="akk">we:du</value>
<note>cf. MesZL: U.DAR (670+183)</note>
</reading>
<reading>
<value lang="sux”>U2.AS</value
<value lang=""akk™
cert="medium">e:du</value>
</reading>
</char>
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<w>
{reg>yisallalugi<{/reg>
<m>

<feature type="class'>verb</feature>
<feature type="pos">verbal</feature>
<feature type="theme">G</feature>
<feature
type="stem">imperfective</feature>
<feature type="person">third</feature>
<feature
type="gender'>mascul ine</feature>
<feature
type="number*>singular</feature>
<feature type="object
person’>third</feature>
<feature
gender*>feminine</feature>
<feature
number>singular</feature>
</m>
</w>

type="object

type="object

Anderson(1992)
A-Morphous Morphology

<w>

{reg>yisallalugi<{/reg>

<m>

<feature type="class'>verb</feature>
<feature type="pos">verbal</feature>

<feature type=""theme"
pattern="prs">c</feature>
<feature type="stem"

pattern="iparras'>active</feature>
<feature type=""tma"
suffix="u">imperfective</feature>
<feature type="person”
prefix="y">third</feature>
<feature type="gender"
prefix="y">masculine</feature>
<feature type="number"

prefix="y">singular</feature>

<feature type="object person’
suffix="51">third<{/feature>
<feature type="object gender™
suffix="5i">feminine</feature>
<feature type="object number*
suffix="51i">singular</feature>
</m>
</w>
@Oprefix
@suffix @pattern
@type="stem" "active"
feature iparras
@pattern="iparras"
m
<w>
{reg>yisallalugi<{/reg>
<m>

<feature type="class'>verb</feature>
<feature type="pos">verbal</feature>

<feature type=""theme"
pattern="prs">c</feature>
<feature type="stem"

pattern="iparras'>active</feature>
<feature type=""tma"
suffix="u">imperfective</feature>
</m>
<m prefix="y">
<feature type="person">third</feature>
<feature
type="gender'>mascul ine</feature>
<feature
type="number">singular</feature>
</m>
<m type="object” suffix="§i">
<feature type="person">third</feature>



<feature
type="gender">feminine</feature>
<feature
type="number">singular</feature>
</m>
</w>
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