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Swedish welfare state and improving living environment as informal national
education
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In a welfare state such as Sweden, people need to bear the high cost to
maintain social services, and it is essential that people have the sense of nationality. This
research aimed to trace how it has been developed, focusing on some movements that sought to improve

living environment. The local heritage movement, the handicraft movement, modern designs and
architectures and the philosophical movement called “ socialestetiska rorelse” (in Swedish) had
mutual ly ideological connections and converged on the social democratic movement. Improving “
taste” became one of the political agenda and accelerated through popular education. Folkhemmet, a
political concept of the Swedish welfare state, means the vision that the entire society ought to be

like a small family, but it also means that the foundation of Swedish welfare state was each home.
Modern people with “ good taste” were to be nurtured through dwelling with the beauty that rooted
in the traditional local landscapes and cultures.
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