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China’ s raﬁid economic growth was supported by the cheap labor force from
rural areas. However, children of these migrants has been suffering from the restricted services
available in urban areas. This research has examined whether these children exhibit changes in
health status or educational inputs (such as educational expenditures and study time at home) after
they move to cities. The results suggest that there is no major change in educational inputs, but
the speed of growth measured by height and weight accelerated after moving to cities. Also, parents
of migrated children are less likely to own properties or farmland in their rural homes, but more
likely to have completed tertiary education. These results indicate that parents with higher returns
to migration migrate their children, expecting that they are likely to settle in the cities more
permanently. This provide a possible explanation for why we do not observe a decline in children®s
outcomes as suggested in the literature.
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