(®)
2014 2016

Economic Analysis of Suicide Prevention

Matsubayashi, Tetsuya

2,900,000

This project seeks to understand (1) the effect of media reporting of
suicide incidents on suicidal behaviors in viewers and readers, (2) the effectiveness of suicide
prevention programs by the government and other groups, and (3) the effect of social environments on

suicidal behaviors. My findings show that media reporting of celebrity suicides triggers suicidal
behavior only when their deaths receive much attention on Twitter; the decline in the suicide rate
in Japan since 2011 is partly attributable to the end of a recession; a platform screen door is
effective in preventing suicide at railway stations; those who were born right before the school
cutoff day in Japan have higher mortality rates by suicide, compared to their peers who were born
right after the cutoff date; the frequencies of suicide by middle and high school students sharply
increased when a school session began; and people were more likely to die on their birthday than on
any other calendar day by suicide.
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