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This study considers discourse on international sphere in the late
eighteenth-century Britain, especially in terms of state, empire and commonwealth. The international
turn in intellectual history, which David Armitage announced in 2013, suggests the existence of
arenas which “ unconfined by the political boundaries of states” . Based on international
intellectual history, this study centers on Edmund Burke’ s understanding of International sphere,
and uses the reception of "Le Droit des gens" (Emer de Vattel, 1758) as the touchstone of the change
in the sphere. Using the law of nations, which had both roles of regulating states in their
intercourse with each other and showing moral obligation of binding human beings, as means to settle
international disputes promoted the superiority of state to empire and commonwealth.
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