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Gesture Skill of Pre-School Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder
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Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD) has been characterized by the difficulties
of social abilities. However, there have been several reports which mentions about deficits in motor
skills of children with ASD. Occupational therapists focus on motor development as well as
cognitive development of ASD children. The purpose of this study was to find the difference in the
development process between ASD children and tyﬁically developing(TD) controls. 8 children with ASD
and 8 TD children aged 4-6 were participated. The praxis examination was conducted and the results
were compared between two groups. Children with ASD produced significantly fewer correct responses
during Gesture to Command and Gesture to Imitation but not Gesture with Tool Use. The results of
this study suggested that the development of motor performance could have no difference until at the

certain age and the gap between two groups would be getting wider at later age.
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Number of Participants 8 8

Number of boys 7 3

Number of girls 1 5
Age in months; mean (SD) 66 (8.96) 62.5(12.4)
FSIQ; mean (SD) 82.4 (9.56) 104.8** (10.36)
VCI; mean (SD) 82.1(13.99) 104.6** (9.37)
SRS score; mean (SD) 73.1(16.49) 45.75** (4.09)
DCDQ score; mean (SD) 39.6 (13.68) 68" (11.47)

FSIQ = Full Scale Inteligence Cuotient.

YCI =Verbal Comprehension Index.

SRS = Social Responsiveness Scale.
DCDO = Developmental Coordination Disorder Questionnaire.
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