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The meaning and functions of Japanese Demonstratives: From the process of
establishing joint attention
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This research re-analyzed the result of the descriptive studies of Japanese
demonstratives in the cognitive typological framework, which is mainly constructed by researchers from
Max Planck Institute (MPI) for Psycholinguistics. It describes the semantics of Japanese demonstrative
forms using the concept of "attention®.

There are three significant points in_this research. Ei) This study showed that the status of the
addressee"s attention at the speech time has a crucial effect on the choice of demonstrative forms by
using the Natural Discourse Data method, which was also used by MPI for Psycholinguistics. (ii) This
research made it possible to do a contrastive study between the previous outcomes of Japanese
demonstratives and the most recent findings on demonstratives in other languages. (iii) By using the
concept of "attention®, it may be possible to do an interdisciplinary study of demonstratives, which take
into account of knowledge obtained from cognitive science or neuroscience.
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