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A Study on the Historical Changes in the Usage of Japanese Demostratives
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This research deals with the historical changes in the use of demonstratives in
conversation. | examine this aspect by analyzing the idea of mental processes involved in choosing the
timing for switching demonstratives for introducing new information in the case of classical Japanese. By
doing this, the verbalization of the underlying "Politeness towards the hearer" can be pointed out as one
of the historical changes that occurred in the Japanese language in the late Middle Ages.

(1) I show the main factor behind the differences between So-demonstratives and A-demonstratives in
non-deictic use. (2) Focusing on the similarities and differences between demonstratives and
interrogatives, | examine the strategy of So-demonstratives from the point of view of the so-called
property of "blank™; I also compiled a database containing examples of demonstratives and interrogatives
in the "Shomono" written in the Middle Ages.
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