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perception
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People perceive speech sounds according to a unit called “ phoneme.” For
example, when native speakers of English hear a set of sounds that continuously changes from the /r/
phoneme to the /1/ phoneme, there is a point where they suddenly hear /1/ instead of /r/. The point is
called "categorical boundary," and people tend to be sensitive to the difference between stimuli that
stride over this boundary. This ty?e of perception is called “ categorical perception.” Study of
categorical perception traditionally concerns only perception of small units of sounds such as
mono-syllabic words. However, in ordinarK conversation settings we normally listen to speech sounds in
units that are longer than word, i.e., phrase and sentence. Purpose of the present study is to
investigate categorical perception during sentence perception.
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