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Although there has been an long ongoing debate in Japan on curriculum reforms for
undergraduate-level teacher education programs and establishment of graduate-level teacher colleges, the
focus of the debate had not been put on the professionalism of university teachers who actually teaches
the future teachers. The term "teacher educator," which could be seen in international literature within
these 40 years, is scarcely found in Japanese texts and arguments. Taking a look at the international
discussion on "teacher educators,"” I found that its definition has changed and broadened gradually over
time. Also, | found through interview surveys that it cannot necessarily be said that young Japanese
teacher educators who are affiliated in university level institutions and have academic backgrounds other
from pedagogy or education do not much identify themselves as '‘teacher educators,” which was apart from
the hypothesis | had before conducting this research.
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