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The Dynamics over the Rule of Governance: Focusing on Center-Local Relations of
Nonprofit Organizations in Japan
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This study examines the dynamics over the rule of governance between civil
society. For this purpose, this study focused on the Nonprofit Organization (NPO) Law reform movement in
Japan, and conducted fieldwork in Tokyo and some local cities. Major findings are below; In legislation
process of NPO Law from 1995 to 1998, coalition between NPOs in various activity areas was built in
Tokyo. In the revision process of NPO Law from 1998 to 2011, the organization in Tokyo enhanced its
legitimacy by constant lobbying to Diet members. Through this process, NPOs in Tokyo and local cities
built coalition by “ bloc recruitment” from local to Tokyo, and diffusion of technical knowledge from
Tokyo to local. However, there was also a disagreement between Tokyo and local in the process of
implementation of law.
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